TRAVEL TO LIBERIA
Currently four airlines provide service to Liberia


Delta (from Atlanta through Ghana – long flight but almost direct)


Royal Air Maroc (from London through Morocco)


Brussels (through Brussels)

Air France

Book a ticket into ROB (Robertsfield International).  You’ll need to get a Liberian Visa, so don’t forget to contact the Liberian embassy to get that info.  If you’re in the states, you have to send your passport and I think it’s $100.

Transportation

Depending on the arrival time of your flight, we don’t recommend traveling straight to Robertsport from the airport.  Air Maroc would probably be the only exception since it arrives very early in the morning and you’d have all day to get to Robertsport.  It’s about an hour to Monrovia from the airport and another 2.5-3 hours from there to Robertsport, but you would want plenty of daylight ahead of you when traveling there in case of car trouble for safety reasons - there’s very little out that way.  Also you save almost an hour if you can depart from Robertsport by at least 6-6:30 am before one of the local markets gets crowded and traffic slows there.

It’s about $30 U.S. from the airport to Monrovia area by taxi.  They will not be able to handle surfboards very well.  If you can have someone pick you up that would be preferable as they love to take advantage of new arrivals at the airport – it’s an hour or more from downtown Monrovia and they know they’ve got you.  Contact us at info@surfliberia.com if you’d like to arrange for an SUV/4x4 to pick you up.  It’s be about $50, but worth it.  From the airport all the way to Robertsport will be about $175 for a 4x4, but this includes a driver and fuel.  Make sure and bring some straps for your board no matter what. 
Unless you are on Air Maroc, we’d recommend staying at least a night in Monrovia or stay a few days if the swell’s going to be smaller and enjoy the beach breaks.  If you want to be near the beach breaks near Monrovia (about 20 min. south of the city), there’s a couple options for lodging we can go over with you.  This would also give you an opportunity to take a taxi to a super market and stock up on some “familiar” food and snacks before traveling to RP.  Bring some energy bars and other snacks, as Western food is expensive in Liberia.
Public transport can get you to RP, but it’s not the easiest thing in the world.  If you’re traveling without a board it’s easier.  Local taxis leave from a market on the North side of Monrovia called Duala.  We can help to arrange a 4x4 to get you up there.  If you plan to stay at Nana’s, they can also help you with transportation.
Budget

Your plane ticket will most likely be most of your cost when traveling here.  Depending on where you are staying, where you eat, and the number of people you are sharing a room with, you’re budget could range from around $50 to $160 a day while in Monrovia.  In town, the nicer hotels such as the Royal and Crystal Ocean View run about $120 a night, so add to that transportation, food (most decent restaurants around Monrovia are about $10-12 a plate), and souvenirs.  We may be able to help you find a guest house with much lower rates if you’re on a tighter budget.  Nana’s lodge in Robertsport has tents that sleep four people in two double beds, so obviously you will have a much smaller budget if you can share a tent.  They charge $100 a night, but they are working out weekly rates and/or reduced rates for weekdays, especially for surfers, so you should get a break.  So, depending on the number of people you are with, anywhere from $50-100 while in Robertsport (also depending on how big your bar tab is!).  

Liberia uses US dollars and makes smaller change in Liberian Dollars rather than US coins.  The current rate is about 70 Liberian Dollars to 1 USD, so most of your major purchases-hotel, supermarket, and lodging in Robertsport will be done in USD.  Credit Cards are only accepted at the new Kendeja Beach Resort and are otherwise not useful.  There are a couple of working ATM’s now that take Visa, I believe, but I would not depend on them.  Plan on bringing enough cash to cover your entire trip.

Health Concerns

If you are wise about preparing, you have nothing to worry. Many don’t prepare and are still fine, but it’s not worth the risk.

1) We highly recommend going to a travel clinic and talking about immunizations and getting on some anti-malarial meds before coming.- mainly yellow fever (required, I think) and typhoid – highly recommended (this immunization can make you a bit ill and give you a fever for a day or two - not everyone, but some).  And you should look at going on anti-malarials before you come and while you stay here (plus most recommend a week after you get back).  Malarone is the best but really expensive.  Doxycycline is good, but can make you sensitive to the sun (I don’t think this is as bad as they make it sound, and it’s often cloudy this time of year, anyway).  Lariam is good, but a lot of people get side effects, weird dreams and such.

2) Add evacuation coverage to your health insurance for the time you will be in Liberia.  This does not cost much to do and will assure that should you have any major health issues, you can be flown out quickly and with proper medical attention.  Hospitals around Monrovia can care for smaller injuries and minor health problems, but should not be depended on for major health concerns.  

3) Firestone Hospital is by far the best in the country.  JFK and St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital are the best hospitals in the Monrovia area.  Any facial or dental injuries can go to Trinity Dental Clinic at ELWA Hospital.  For less serious illnesses, SOS clinic is supposed to offer good care.

4) Bring with you a basic first aid kit
Surfing

There are some boards in Robertsport to rent.  A pretty good variety, too I think.  I requested to get some pictures of the boards or a list, but no luck yet.

As far as swell is concerned, Brussels airlines had a misprint of information - our swells are bigger and more consistent in the rainy season, but dry season is fantastic for the beach breaks around Monrovia.  So April/May-October is good for Robertsport.  Unfortunately, our swell is not as consistent as some places around the world, but most people if they stay a couple weeks in that season get one or two really good swells in their time, and plenty of fun smaller stuff in between.  Strong on-shores can be common, especially heading towards late July into September, but if you’re staying in Robertsport, you should see it let up plenty of times for good conditions.

Safety

Please notify us at info@surfliberia.com that you will be traveling here and we will give you a phone number to call should you run into any trouble.  SIM cards for cell phones here are cheap -$2-3 if you bring an unlocked GSM phone (in the states get one cheap on Ebay), you can get one right at the airport when you arrive and it will already have phone credit on it if you need to make any calls.
This is usually the first thing we are asked about Liberia.  In general, Liberia is now quite safe.  Violence against ex-patriots or travelers is almost unheard of.  However, as you would when traveling anywhere, travelers should follow basic precautions.

Use caution when walking at night stay in groups of people as much as possible.  We would advise against walking around downtown Monrovia at night time for any reason.  An area called Sinkor before arriving downtown is much safer and has hotels, shops, night life, and plenty of restaurants.  

Any time of day, downtown has many people looking for an opportunity, not to harm you, but to get something for themselves.  Be cautious with your wallet and cell phone or any other valuables.  There are many people begging or asking for money.  It is completely at your discretion whether you give.  15-20 Liberian Dollars will buy them some bread and some eggs, 50-70 LD will get them nearly a full meal.  You may hear stories of wives in the hospital that just had twins or someone’s son who just died and the need money to carry the body from the hospital.  These are common scams and should be ignored.

To reduce harassment by police or immigration officers, make sure and have a copy of your passport and visa with you at all times.  Better to give a copy to the officer, so he does not hold the original waiting for a bribe.  You can tell him or her that you do not carry your original with you for fear you will lose it and only pull it out if you have to.

We would recommend not driving if you are only in for a short time.  The chances are too great the police will harass you.  

We strongly ask you not to pay bribes to police officers.  This obviously greatly hinders the development of the country and will cause more problems and harassment for surf travelers in the future.  If police ask for “something” or asks “what can we do?”, we encourage you to ask for the specific violation and fine, and make sure you have written documentation or receipt or ticket if you are asked to pay a fine.

You will most likely be stopped by police or immigration on the way to Robertsport.  There are still a handful of legitimate checkpoints on the way.  But don’t worry; most are friendly and simply doing their job looking for anything suspicious.  Have your passport and have patience and you will be on your way quickly.  

